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SUBJECT: SSRC DETENTIONS PORTEND VIOLENCE ON JUNE I6TH. 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1500 

1. SEVERAL SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN SOWETO HAVE 
ASSERTED THE SECURITY POLICE SWEEP OP SOWETO STUDENTS' REPRESENATIVE 
COUNCIL (SSRC) LEADERS OVER THE WEEKEND JUNE 1 1) HOLDS OMINOUS 
PORTENT POR JUNE 16TH. ACCORDING TO THESE SOURCES, THE SSRC 

WAS PROVIDING AN "ORGANIZATIONAL LINK" WHEREBY COMMEMORATIVE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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DEMONSTRATIONS WERE TO BE ORDERLY, WITH STUDENTS ACTING TO 
MINIMIZE THE ROLE OP TSOTSIES (TROUBLEMAKERS). NOW, WITH THE 
SSRC LEADERSHIP LOCKED UP, THE SITUATION WOULD BE "CHAOTIC", 

AND THE POLICE WOULD HAVE TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF A DISORGANIZED 
POPULACE WITH "TSOTSIES PROVOKING A CONPRONTATION". 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE TACTICAL PROBLEMS THE POLICE WILL HAVE TO 
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FACE AS A RESULT OE THE SSRC DETENTIONS, THE MOOD OF THE STUDENTS 
IN SOWTO APPEARS TO HAVE SHIFTED TO A MORE COMBATIVE ATTITUDE AS 
A RESULT OF POLICE MEASURES. THE NUMBER OE DAILY INCIDENTS SUCH 
AS STONING OF BUSES AND SCHOOL RALLIES ATTRACTING UPWARDS OF 900 
PEOPLE ARE EVIDENCE OF THIS INCREASINGLY HOSTILE MOOD. VIRTUALLY 
EVERY REPORT FROM SOWETO INDICATES A "TENSE" ATMOSPHERE. 

3. IT IS UNEORTUNATE FOR POLICE CHIEF VISSER THAT THIS SITUATION HAS 
LANDED IN HIS LAP ALTER THE SECURITY POLICE MADE A MOKERY OUT OE 
HIS POLICY OP "COOPERATION" WITH THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP. VISSER IS 
BOUND TO PRESERVE THE PEACE IN SOWETO AND MUST ACT TO CONPINE AND 
CONPRONT ACTS OF VIOLENCE. EVERY INDICATION SO FAR IS THAT VISSER 
HAS PLAYED THE SITUATION IN LOW KEY MANNER, KEEPING HIS 
POLICE BACK (POR EXAMPLE AT THE SCHOOL RALLIES, HE HAS KEPT POLICE 
AWAY FROM THE SCHOOL GROUNDS AND ONLY SENT MEN IN TO TAKE DOWN 
PLACARDS AFTER THE DEMONSTRATIONS DISBANDED). THE REAL CRUNCH COMES 
ON THURSDAY, HOWEVER WHEN VISSER WILL BE FACED WITH THE FULL BRUNT 
OF AN EXCITABLE AND, PROBABLY, EMOTIONAL, CROWD. IP WHAT IS LEFT OF 
THE SOWETO STUDENTS' REPRERSENTATIVE COUNCIL CAN PULL TOGETHER AND 
REGROUP IN TIME TO EXERCISE CONTROL OVER THE CROWD, "BLACK STUDENT'S 
DAY " (TH NAME POR THE I6TH) MAY STILL BE PEACEFUL. OWEVER, IF THE 
"COOPERATIVE " ATTITUDE THE SSRC HAD HELD TOWARD THE POLICE HAS CHANGE 
D, 

IT CAN HARDLY BE BLAMED. 

KIRBY 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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